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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR LA BU 

SUBJECT: REPORTED SALE OF LAO OPIUM TO BULGARIA 
REF: A GENEVA 6940, B GENEVA 4471 

1 . UNFDAC DIRECTOR IN LAOS ALEXAKDRE ARNAUD TOLD US 
JANUARY 9 THAT THE BULGARIAN GOVERNMENT HAD SIGNED AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE LPDR TO PURCHASE 4,000 KILOGRAMS OF 
RAW OPIUM AT APPROXIMATELY $60.00 PER KILOGRAM. - 
BULGARIAN-CONDUCTED TEST INDICATED THAT THE OPIUM WAS 
SEVEN PERCENT MORPHINE. 

2. THE BULGARIAN AMBASSADOR REPORTEDLY TOLD ARNAUD 
THAT THE OPIUM WOULD BE SENT TO BULGARIA VIA A SPECIAL 
PLANE DUE TO ARRIVE IN VIENTIANE IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
BRINGING EMBASSY SUPPLIES. 
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3. ARNAUD WAS UNABLE TO CONFIRM WHETHER OR NOT THE 
BULGARIAN AND LAO GOVERNMENTS HAD RECEIVED AUTHORIZA- 
TION FROM THE INCB FOR THE TRANSACTION. 

4. COMMENT: REF A REPORTED THAT BULGARIA’S PLANS TO 
PURCHASE LAO OPIUM HAD BEEN "SHELVED". REF B NOTED 
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INCB SECRETARY STEPCZYNSKI'S BELIEF THAT IF THE LAO 
OPIUM TO BE SOLD WAS "SEIZED" OPIUM STOCKS THAT THE 
TRANSACTION WOULD BE LEGAL. REF B ALSO CONTAINED. HOW- 
EVER. USMISSION GENEVA'S RESERVATIONS ABOUT SUCH A 
TRANSACTION SINCE THE SALE MIGHT "WHET THE LPDR 
APPETITE TO ENTER THE OPIUM EXPORTING BUSINESS." 

5. FOR USMISSION GENEVA: WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY NEW 
INFORMATION USMISSION MIGHT RECEIVE REGARDING THIS 
LONG-RUMORED OPIUM SALE TO BULGARIA. 

ROBERTS 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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